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Preparations for the 35th IGC are progressing well and judging  from the 220 
symposium proposals that have been submitted to date, the scientific programme 
will be diverse and comprehensive. Additional detail regarding the programme 
themes, registration, field trips and accompanying persons programme will be 
included in the Third Circular,  to be distributed on 1 October 2015. 

The three core topics of the 35th IGC are:

Geoscience for Society  Geoscience in the Economy   Fundamental Geoscience. 

The 49 themes that have been developed are convened by some 180 ‘champions’ 
who are experts in their field and are drawn from over 30 countries world-wide - 
they will coordinate the themes, develop the slate of symposia and allocate 
contributions. You are encouraged to communicate your interests through the 
theme pages: http://www.35igc.org/Themes 

The IUGS collaborative programme “Resourcing Future Generations” will be an 
over-arching theme in the scientific programme. 

The “Call for Abstracts” opened on 1 July 2015 and online submission is through 
the portal: http://www.35igc.org/Verso/211/Submit-an-Abstract. 

The “Super Early Bird” registration opens on 1 September 2015. This special 
registration rate will only be available until 1 November 2015, so get your 
registration in as soon as possible to benefit from this limited offer. Super Early Bird 
registration is R8,500 (inclusive of VAT); Pensioner/Student/YES Network rate is 
R5,500 (inclusive of VAT).  Every effort has been made to keep the congress 
registration rates as affordable as possible. 

Plans for the array of Field Trips in Southern, West and East Africa are progressing 
well. Please respond using the Expression of Interest form to show the organising 
committee where your interests lie. You could win a free congress registration!
https://www.allevents.co.za/ei/getdemo.ei?id=222&s=_2P0029KKS 

A diverse programme of short courses and workshops is taking shape and details 
are available on: http://www.35igc.org/Verso/210/Workshops-Short-Courses. 
Please contact the 35th IGC Secretariat at Barnardo@geoscience.org.za if you 
experience any problems or if additional information is required. 

We look forward to seeing you in Africa!

Greg Botha (gabotha@geoscience.org.za) –Secretary-General, 35th IGC


